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Built for the Evolution of AI Development

AI coding agents are becoming part of software development, 
and developers use the technology in varying ways.

Developers Use Different AI Agents

Different workflows and levels of autonomy

Different capabilities and user preferences

Developers Use Different LLMs

Different model strengths, speed, and cost

Different access options and organizational 
requirements

What AI Tools and Services Do Developers Currently Use? (Appeon Developer Survey)



How PowerBuilder Connects to AI

ACP (Agent Client Protocol)

Connects the IDE to ACP-compatible AI coding agents, giving 

developers flexibility to choose an agent that fits their needs.

PowerBuilder MCP Server

Exposes PowerBuilder development operations and, as capabilities 

evolve, PowerBuilder-specific context and tools.

PowerBuilder AI Assistant — Connects PowerBuilder to compatible AI agents and 
provide the tools and context they need to work with PowerBuilder applications.

Interpret requests, plan and execute tasks, and use the LLMs and 

tools supported by each agent.

AI Agents

*Compatible AI agents: https://agentclientprotocol.com/get-started/registry 



F O U N D A T I O N A L  D E V E L O P M E N T  C A P A B I L I T I E S

E V O L V I N G  C A P A B I L I T I E S

PowerBuilder MCP Server
Gives AI agents access to PowerBuilder development operations so they can work 
directly with PowerBuilder applications and understand the projects. 

Agents Discover and Call PowerBuilder MCP Tools; 
Results Flow Back Through the Server

Work with Projects

Access project files and perform supported project 
operations. (e.g. create objects, understand 
solution/workspace structure)

Modify Code

Make code changes directly through the 
development environment.

Debug Applications

Interact with supported debugging operations to 
investigate issues, and then agent can correct it.

Compile & Run Applications

Compile and run applications as part of the 
development workflow. 

PowerBuilder-Specific Context

Progressively provide the context and tools agents need to generate code that fits existing applications and 

works more effectively with PowerBuilder objects and DataWindows. (e.g. understand the dependency 

relationships of the working objects.)

Agent Skills

Provide skills to help compatible agents use PowerBuilder MCP tools more effectively. (e.g. tell the agent 

what kind of tools they can use to diagnose the problem and fix issues.)



Two Ways to Work with Agentic AI

Full Agentic Workflow M O R E  A U T O N O M O U S

Give an AI agent a development task and let it work through 

the task using available tools and capabilities — with the 

developer reviewing and intervening as needed.

Developer-Guided Workflow M O R E  C O N T R O L L E D

Work with AI directly in the code editor, focusing on specific 

coding tasks while staying closely involved in the process.

Both workflows use an agentic foundation — the difference is how much work you delegate versus guide directly.

PowerBuilder supports two ways to work with agentic AI — a more autonomous 
agent-driven workflow, and a more controlled, developer-guided workflow.



AI Coding Agent Inside PowerBuilder

Work with ACP-compatible AI coding agents inside the PowerBuilder 
development environment.

A C P - C O M P A T I B L E  A G E N T S

Claude Code planned

Kilo Code planned

More agents

Initial support is planned for Claude Code and Kilo Code — the ecosystem grows 

from there.

Choice of Agents

Connect to supported ACP-compatible agents. Initial support is planned for 

Claude Code and Kilo Code.

Access to Development Tools

Let agents use available PowerBuilder development capabilities through the 

IDE integration.

Agent-Driven Development

Depending on the chosen agent and available tools, delegate tasks such as 

investigating errors, modifying code, and validating results.



AI Coding Agent



AI Assistance in the Code Editor

Get AI assistance directly in the editor, with the developer guiding the 
work more closely and remaining more involved throughout the process.

AI Actions in the Editor Context Menu

Code Generation

Generate PowerScript code, functions, events, and DataWindow definitions from natural-

language instructions and relevant coding context.

Code Completion

Receive context-aware code suggestions while writing.

Code Optimization & Security Check

Improve existing code and identify potential security issues, with the developer reviewing and 

refining the changes.

Bug Fixing & Error Assistance

Use error info and coding context to help identify issues and suggest or generate corrections.



An AI Capability That Evolves with PowerBuilder

AI capability designed such that it can evolve independently as 
developer needs and the AI ecosystem changes.

Separate Installation

Install the AI capability separately from the main PowerBuilder IDE.

Independent Roadmap

Evolve AI capabilities without waiting for major PowerBuilder releases.

Independent AI Updates

Upgrade AI features separately to benefit from AI improvements 

without upgrading the PowerBuilder IDE.

ACP-Compatible Agents

Support integration with ACP-compatible AI coding agents as the 

ecosystem evolves.



Follow Appeon and community members to get 
the latest tech news. 

x.com/AppeonPB

Encourage us with a “like”, see cool pics, and get 
notified of upcoming events. 

facebook.com/AppeonPB

Share important Appeon videos with others; no 
account registration required. 

youtube.com/Appeonlinkedin.com/company/appeon

Build up your career profile, and stay in contact 
with other professionals. 

Discussions, tech articles and videos, free online training, and more. 

community.appeon.com    

Connect with Us



Thank You!
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